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Class Project History (con’t) 
 
 

CLASS TEN:  1999-2000 
Road Rally for Volunteerism (funds benefited Door County  

Volunteer Center) 
 

CLASS ELEVEN:  2000-2001 
Nature trail construction (D.C. Land Trust’s Bayshore Blufflands Preserve) 

 

CLASS TWELVE:  2001-2002 
Needs analysis regarding psychiatric service provision in Door County  

 

CLASS THIRTEEN:  2002-2003 
Historical review of Leadership Door County program & survey of 

alumni 
 

CLASS FOURTEEN: 2003-2004 
“Fun-a-Loop-Sa” - a fundraising event for Crossroads at Big Creek 

 

CLASS FIFTEEN: 2004-2005 
Preventing Suicide: Keeping Our Community Healthy and Safe  

 

CLASS SIXTEEN: 2005-2006 
Fundraising/building A Playground for “Every Body” at Sevastopol 

School 
 

CLASS SEVENTEEN 2006-2007 
Supporting & Expanding the Meals on Wheels Program in Door County 

 

CLASS EIGHTEEN 2007-2008 
Student Resource Fair at TJ Walker Middle School 

 

CLASS NINETEEN 2008-2009 
Fundraiser for Adult Dental Care Fund 

 

CLASS TWENTY 2009-2010 
Community Garage Sale to Benefit the Backpack Buddies Program 

 

CLASS TWENTY ONE 2010-11 
Establishing 2-1-1 PLUS Sites and Program in Door County 

 

CLASS TWENTY TWO 2011-12 
Creation & Installation of Anaelemmetic Sundial at Crossroads  

 

CLASS TWENTY THREE 2012-13 
Adding Sustainability and Marketing to the SOAR Program at Southern 

Door Schools 
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Class Project History 
 

CLASS ONE:  1990-1991 
Slide show presentation about Leadership Door County 

 

CLASS TWO:  1991-1992 
Feasibility study for a Door County Big Brothers/Big Sisters Program 

 

CLASS THREE:  1992-1993 
Volunteer Guide; Initial Work on Volunteer Resource Center 

 

CLASS FOUR:  1993-1994 
Door County Vision for the Year 2010 

 

CLASS FIVE:  1994-1995 
Festival Recycling Guide for Festival Organizers and Vendors 

 

CLASS SIX:  1995-1996 
“Youth Vote” Project (Brochures & booths at all Door County Schools) 

 

CLASS SEVEN:  1996-1997 
Cherry Blossom Park Clean-up (with Sunshine House) 

 

CLASS EIGHT:  1997-1998 
Guide to Historical Sites in Door County (with Ephraim  

Foundation) 
 

CLASS NINE:  1998-1999 
Feasibility study regarding establishment of Third Avenue  

Playhouse 

Drew Richmond painting a 
masterpiece during the Art 

Day at the Artist’s Guild. 

 

 

A Message from the Board President... 
 

                 Leadership Door County’s mission statement is to bring 
together community members, who have diverse viewpoints, to become 
stronger leaders and to understand community issues through 
experiential education. 
                This year’s class embarked on a 10 month journey that covered a 
wide variety of different topics, locations, and aspects of the Door County 
peninsula. Through a series of day long sessions held once a month from 
September through June, class members were presented with a variety of 
ideas, issues, and people who play a pivotal role in shaping the future of 
Door County. The class members came to know and better understand the 
many facets of Door County’s strengths as well as its challenges. 
                One of the requirements of Leadership Door County is for each 
class to discuss, design, develop, and complete a class project that will 
benefit the Door County community. This year’s class came together to 
decide on a class project and worked hard and cooperatively to make it 
successful. They chose to create an outdoor event space and hiking trail 
for Write On Door County, as well as publish a book of short stories and 
poems as a fundraiser for Write On.  
                This year’s class concludes the 24th year that Leadership Door 
County has been active and influential in Door County. There are almost 
250 Leadership Door County alumni members who are making a 
difference in Door County through their work and their volunteer efforts 
serving on various boards and committees. 
                In conclusion, I challenge each class member to go forth and use 
and share the skills and knowledge they have learned during this year’s 
program to not only to better themselves but also to make Door County an 
even better place to live, to work, and to enjoy. Let the leadership skills 
learned be like a stone thrown in calm water and let the ripples of 
knowledge spread outward to family, friends, co-workers, and beyond. 
  
Congratulations and best wishes to you all, 
 

Inge Bacon, President 
Leadership Door County 
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MONTHLY SESSIONS & LOCATIONS 
 
Opening Retreat  
Monday & Tuesday, September 16 & 17, 2013 
 

Communication, Conflict Resolution & Local Media 
Tuesday October  8, 2013 
 

Human Services 
Tuesday November 12, 2013 
 

Education 
Tuesday , December 10, 2013 
 

Local Government & the Legal System (and Overnight Retreat) 
Monday & Tuesday, January 13 & 14, 2014 
 

Health Care 
Tuesday February 11, 2014 
 

History 
Tuesday March 11, 2014 
 

The Arts 
Tuesday April 8, 2014 
 

Economy and the Environment 
Tuesday May 13, 2014 
 

Closing Retreat/Commencement  
Monday & Tuesday, June 16 & 17, 2014 
 

 

Make sure to “like” Leadership Door County on Facebook to keep up 
with the happenings of LDC!  See updates on the new class, learn 

about LDC events and fundraisers and more! 
 

If your contact information changes, make sure to keep LDC          
updated!  E-mail contact information to   

leadershipdoorcounty@gmail.com so that you can stay informed 
and connected to alumni news and information! 
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The property has a well-kept house on it that they will use for clas-
ses and general administration until a larger center can be built, 
but aside from that there is little that has been done with the land. 
They wanted to build some trails so that the 30+acre property be-
comes a place where people can come and hike and find inspira-
tion, but they didn’t have the manpower to do it themselves.  Ad-
ditionally, they are looking to raise money for their organization. 
 

Breaking into two smaller groups of 7 individuals, we divided and 
conquered. Our “trailblazer” crew helped mark out, remove juni-
per, and establish a clearly defined inspirational trail and event 
space. Our “book club” crew worked with Write On to hold a writ-
ing contest and print a published book from the entries, which can 
be sold by Write On to raise funds. Together, we held an event in 
early June celebrating both the publication of the book and the 
trail’s completion! 

Class project 
meeting with 

Write On, Door 
County! & LDC 
class members 
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Class Project Review 
 

Trail Building and Fundraiser for Write On, Door County! 
 

Door County is well known for its visual, performance, and music 
arts. Places like Peninsula Players, Birch Creek, The Hardy Gallery, 
American Folklore Theatre, TAP, DC Auditorium, and the Peninsula 
School of Art – among many other fantastic organizations – are 
household names here, and play a huge role in our local economy 
and quality of life. Yet for all of our concerts and plays and galleries, 
the written word has received very little attention in Door County. 
The Leadership Class of 2014 wanted to help change that, by 
partnering with Write On, Door County! for our class project. 
 
Write On, Door County! is a very new organization. It began as an 
idea a little over a year ago, when a few individuals began dreaming 
of a Writing Center where they could bring the community together 
through poetry and prose. Through a generous donation, they 
acquired some land in Juddville and around the same time asked 
Jerod Santek, formerly of The Loft Literary Center in Minneapolis, to 
become their Executive Director. He accepted the position and 
moved here last fall. Since then, he and the Write On, Door County! 
Board have been working hard to make the dream come true. 
 
Their first big project has been to work with the local schools to form 
student writing groups. The project was piloted at Gibraltar and was 
such a success that they are now branching out to Sevastopol, 
Sturgeon Bay, and Southern Door. They are also hoping to start work 
their new property in Juddville – and that’s where we came in… 
 
 
 

 

 

ith LDC, Door County joins hundreds of towns, cities, and counties across 
the nation and around the world that understand that leadership is too 

important to leave to chance.  Through a series of intensive all day 
workshops, participants become acquainted - or more thoroughly versed - in a 
wide variety of topic areas. 
     Armed with this greater understanding and broader network of friends, 
important work gets done.  For some people that greater knowledge simply helps 
galvanize their thinking about the projects in which they already find themselves.  
For others, it introduces them to whole new areas of endeavor they never knew 
existed. 
     How - or where - that knowledge is used is frankly irrelevant.  That there are 
more people out there doing more, networking with others, or forging out on their 
own is what LDC is all about.   We hope that LDC has strengthened and 
transformed everyone who has experienced this program.  In doing so, the whole 
community benefits from having those people involved. 
     This year’s class is made up of an extraordinarily high powered group of 
people.  The Board wishes to congratulate them for their accomplishments 
throughout the year and to wish them all the very best of luck in their future 
endeavors.  Much needs doing, so go get ‘em! 

Back Row (left to right):  Erik Aleson, John Bacon, Lori Vorpahl, Drew 
Richmond, Leslie Boden, Margie Hatala and Gretchen Schmelzer.  Middle 

Row:  Laura Lee Lotto, Carrie Gossen, Tama Begley, Sara Sohns.  Front 
Row (left to right):  Sandy Vandertie, Danielle Kopolnek, Ursula Timreck.   
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ERIK  
ALESON 

 
 

 
 
 

Erik moved to Door County last spring to begin work as the 
county’s Parks & Airport Director.  He lives in southern Door with 

his wife, Janel, along with their 6 kids (5 girls and 1 boy).   
Erik enjoys spending time outdoors with his family, hiking and 

camping. 
 

A University of Wisconsin- Stevens Point graduate, Erik has over 12 
years of experience with county park administration. Prior to his 
current position, he gained valuable experience as the Assistant 

Parks Administrator for Marinette County, Parks & Forest 
Administrator for Vernon County and Parks Superintendent for 
Cass County, Indiana.  Directly after graduating college he also 
spent a year as an AmeriCorps volunteer in eastern Kentucky, 
before beginning his parks & recreation management career. 

 
Erik is no stranger to Door County or its parks. Growing up his 
grandparents had a cottage on Lake Michigan not far from the 

Coast Guard station in Sturgeon Bay and has spent summers and 
holidays in Door County since he was young. He's visited many of 
the county parks over the years, with Cave Point being among his 

favorites.  Erik has enjoyed the chance to help manage such a 
beautiful park system over the last year.  
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June – Closing Retreat 
Hope United Church 
Team Leadership Center 
Shirley Senarighi – Civility Project 
 

Gay Pustaver 
Tim Pflieger – Team Leadership         
 Center 

May – Economy & The Environment 
Door County Economic Development Corporation—Sam Perlman 
ThermaTronX—Ron Julian                      Open Door Bird Sanctuary—Rob Hults 
Waseda Farms—Tom Lutze            Whitefish Dunes State Park 
Orchard County Winery & Market—Carrie Lautenbach—Viste 
Schopf’s Dairy View Farm—Roxanne & Dennis Schopf 
 

April – Arts 
Door Community Auditorium—Cari Lewis      Greco Gallery—Bethany Kerwin    
Peninsula Players—Brian Kelsey         The Artists Guild—Sarah & Jeff Bradley 
The Miller Art Museum—Bonnie Hartmann                 Dave Maier – AFT 
Alan Kopischke – Birch Creek Performing Center 
Amy Ludwigsen – Door Shakespeare 
 

March – History 
Door County Historical Museum—Maggie Weir & Ann Jenkins 
Door County Maritime Museum—Jon Gast 
Historic Village at Crossroads—Dan Olson 
Ephraim Foundation—Dr. Thea Thompson 
The Noble House—Barb McKeeson  
 

February – Health Care 
Ministry Door County Medical Center—Brian Stephens, Kevin Grohskopf, 
Deb Whitelaw-Gorski, Tanya Fischer, Christi Wisniewski 
The Community Clinic—Jane Herlitz 
Sister Bay Emergency Services—Chris Hecht 
Northern Door YMCA– Drew Richmond 
Good Samaritan SCAND—Michelle Notz, Nicki Scharrig 
Jan Liss – Northern Door Health & Wellness Ministry 
Parish Nurses—Kathy Wagner, Hillary Ford 
 



 

 

September - Opening Retreat 
Methodist Church, Sturgeon Bay 
Gay Pustaver 
Team Leadership Center 
Tim Pflieger 
 
 
October - Communication  

Center Pointe Marina Clubhouse 
Dina Boettcher 
Peninsula Pulse 
David Eliot 
Madeline Johnson 
Gay Pustaver  

November – Human Services 
City of Sturgeon Bay   Boys & Girls Club of Door County—Julie Davis 
Feed & Clothe My People  PFLAG—Sandy Brown, Richard Gardiner 
Senior Center of Door County We Are Hope—Gina Wautier, Sandy Duckett 
Sunshine House—Bill Rehman Feed & Clothe My People—Nancy Skadden 
Door Tran– Pam Busch  Hispanic Resource Center—Imelda Delchambre 
Lakeshore CAP—Sandi Soik Neighbor to Neighbor—Ann Bennett 
VFW—Bill Graf   Senior Center—Judy Dobbins 

Amy Kohnle – United Way of Door County 
Pam Seiler – Volunteer Center of  Door County 

ADRC—Jake Erickson & Patti Peterson 
Roger Tepe – Door County Human Services Department 

Marci Shortreed – Habitat For Humanity 

December – Education 
Southern Door Schools—Patti Vickman      The Clearing—Mike Schneider 
St Peter’s Lutheran School—Paul Lutze      Heidi Hodges – Home Schooler 
Ann Vander Missen – LDC Alumni       Gretchen Maring – Bjorklunden 
Sister Pat Beckman – St John Bosco School      NWTC 

Sturgeon Bay School Board—Joel Kitchens, Pam Seiler 
Southern Door School Board—Pamela Parks ,Polly Alberts  

Beth Meissner-Gigstead – The Hardy Gallery 
 

January – Government & The Legal System 
City Of Sturgeon Bay – Steve McNeil, Tim Herlache, Arleigh Porter, Tony   
 Depies, Marty Olejniczak, Stephanie Reinhardt, Bob Bordeau 
Door County Government Center & Justice Center – Maureen Murphy, 
 Terry Vogel, Ray Pelrine, Jennifer Moeller, Department Heads 
Pinkert Law Offices—Jon Pinkert, Jennifer Hobart 
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JOHN  
BACON 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

I am a National Outdoor Leadership School 
graduate and University of Puget Sound alum, born 
and raised in Door County, Wisconsin. I spent the 
last three years working as a sea kayak guide in 

Door County and the Apostle Islands. Currently, my 
wife and I live in downtown Egg Harbor and are in 

the process of earning degrees in accounting at the 
University of Wisconsin - Green Bay. We work at 

Inge Alverson Bacon CPA. 
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TAMA  
BEGLEY 

  
My life began when Lillian Renard 
married Kenneth Rich.  I was the 
youngest of two daughters, and was the 
boy that my father had hoped for.  We 
hunted together, played baseball and 
other sports.  I went to Wequiock grade 
school (try to pronounce that name!).   
 
While growing up, I worked at the Eagles 
Nest as a dishwasher and was in a Drum 
& Bugle Corp that traveled around the country in parades and competitions.  
I graduated from Preble High School in 1979 and then married Tim Begley in 
1980.  We have 3 wonderful children and 3 grandchildren.  After having our 
first child in 1981, I wanted to get back to work, and that’s where my 
healthcare career began.  I worked at the Guardian Angel Nursing home part 
time for 8 years.  I worked with the elderly, handicapped and mentally ill.  I  
went to NWTC for nursing and started working at Bellin Hospital as a CNA in 
1988.  This was a very stressful time in our family’s life—I was struggling with 
2 children at home, one on the way, working full time, going to school and 
my father’s health was very poor.  Something had to give so I left school and 
work to care for family, we basically all lived together.   
 
My grandmother Anna passed away 6 months before I started County Living 
Adult Healthcare in New Franken.  I bought a large ranch house in this rural 
area to have my family members there and to take care of them.  I begged 
my sister to help me because I knew I couldn’t do it alone.  People from the 
community started asking about help for their loved ones.  Which is where 
Anna’s Healthcare began and grew and grew!  From a 4 bedroom ranch 
home to 114 bed facility.   I continue to further my education and training, 
and work with Community Based Residential Facilities in an Administrative 
position.  I continue training and running the new Anna’s facility in Sturgeon 
Bay and oversee the New Franken location.  My goal is to improve the 
quality of life as people age and to make a difference.   

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 
 

Above:  Warming up at the 
opening retreat...getting ready 
to start the year off right!  
 
Left: Full speed ahead!   
Looking through the displays 
at the   Maritime Museum for 
History Day.   

Right: Checking out the 
scenery on stage during 
Arts Day! 
 
 

Below: Behind the scenes 
tour at the Door County 
Jail, learning about law 
enforcement and the 
justice system  
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Thank you to our generous sponsors, alumni and friends 
who have donated towards the Leadership Door County 

program during 2013-14!  Your financial support helps us 
continue the program and provide this opportunity for  

future classes of Door County leaders!   

 
Ministry Door County Health 

MMG Foundation 
 
 

Action Realty 
Associated Bank 
Inge Bacon, CPA 
Inge & Lee Bacon 
Becca & Tom Berger 
CWK Appraisals 
Mary Cram 
Door County Coffee & Tea 
Co. 
Jim DuFrane 
Edgewood Orchard Gallery 
Michele Geiger Bronsky 
Going Garbage 
Kevin Grohskopf 
Health Care Visions  
      Management Consulting 
Hillstrom PR 
Erin Hoffman 
Sue & Joe Jarosh 
Cindy & Ed Koutnik 
Anni Lampert 
Mert Larsen 
Jim Lautenbach 
Sara McKillop 

Dan Mortier 
The Mutchler Family  
     Foundation 
Kaaren & Steve Northrop 
Tim Pfleiger 
Tara Pierre 
Gay Pustaver 
Raibrook Foundation 
Barb Schaefer 
Greg & Denise Stillman 
True North Real Estate LLC 
Dawn VandeVoort 
Deb Whitelaw Gorski 
Young Automotive 
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LESLIE  
BODEN 

 
 
 

 

Home Town:  Highland Park, IL 
 

Current Residence:  Sturgeon Bay, WI 
 

Family:  Alexander (4), Auggie (Augustine) 
our Wire Haired Terrier, Zetta - Mother, 

Tami & Karen -Siblings and many relations along with extended friends 
who we call family. 
 

Employment: Door County Habitat for Humanity - ReStore Manager 
 

Hobbies, Interest, Community Involvement:  How many pages can we 
write??  Over the years my hobbies and interest have been ever 
evolving from photography, film, illustration, sewing, and writing, 
interior design to gardening, cooking, repurposing items and 
refinishing antiques.  I now find many of these experiences are evolving 
again as I start to write a new chapter in my life as a single working 
mother.  I now find myself focused on our global footprint, our 
children’s education, nutrition, the place for social media in our lives, 
our ethics and legacies, our social issues and responsibilities all of which 
continually spark new idea and experiences or directions of thought.  
Community involvement outside of my current work has been as 
various board members to planning commissions, board of appeals and 
community programs of Sister Bay, WI, Egg Harbor, WI and the 
chamber of commerce of Highland Park, IL.  
 

This experience with LDC has been an incredible educational tour of 
everything available to us in Door County from the people to the 
services and businesses.  Ever since I was a child Door County that has 
always been our second home.  Now after 23 years here as a 
permanent resident I am forever reminded how blessed we are to be so 
fortunate when we are given opportunities as LDC to appreciate all our 
county has to offer. Thank you LDC. 



 

 
10 

 
CARRIE  
GOSSEN 

 
 
 

 
 

My name is Carrie Gossen and I’ve been living in Door 
County since 1993.  My passions are my family (2 sons: 
Blake—30 and Luke—27), my dogs (12-year-old black lab 
Jake and 6-year-old chocolate lab Frankie) and exercising 
(teaching classes at the YMCA).  I also love adventure and 
will try just about anything.  A few of my adventures 
include skydiving, hiking mountains in Arizona and 
swimming with the dolphins in Mexico.  My significant 
other of 12 years, Arleigh and I have gone on many 
adventures together.   
 
For my “real” job, I am the Supervisor of the 911 Center 
for Door County.  I have been employed with the county 
since 1997 and I can tell you there is never a dull day in 
dispatch.   
 
Through my experience with LDC I have found the at Door 
County is an even more amazing place than I realized.  In 
addition through LDC I’ve discovered a new adventure 
that I will be pursuing — volunteering with my dogs as 
therapy dogs...let the training begin!   
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LORI  
VORPAHL 

 
 
 
Hometown: Miami, Florida 
 

Current Town of Residence: Sturgeon 
Bay  
 

Family: Married to Tom Vorpahl, a Wisconsin native, and have 
two grown children:  Chelsea (25), a recent college graduate in 
Plattsburg, NY and Tyler (22), recent college graduate and 2nd Lt. 
helicopter pilot for the United States Army.   
 

Employment: Realtor with Action Realty, Sturgeon Bay  
 

Hobbies, Interests, Community Involvement: I love being 
surrounded with family and friends and enjoying the beautiful state 
of Wisconsin in all seasons!  I am passionate about volunteering for 
non-profit organizations like Habitat for Humanity, the Family 
Centers of Door County, United Way, and the Boys & Girls Club in 
my spare time.  I also enjoy vegetable gardening, working on 
remodeling projects and boating in the Northwoods in Three Lakes 
at our cabin.   
 

Thoughts on your LDC Experience:  This entire LDC experience 
has been an incredible adventure and that adventure has only just 
begun.  From the connections with my fellow classmates to the 
connections with the community at large, the LDC program has 
broadened my respect and appreciation for the people of the 
county.  I feel I have been enlightened in the Arts, Human Services, 
Government, Education system, Healthcare, Communications, 
Manufacturing and the history of this great community.  I am even 
more grateful to call Door County my home.   



 

 

 

SANDY  
VANDERTIE 

 
 
 
I am a registered nurse at Ministry Door 
County Medical Center for over 25 years.  The 

last 19 years I have been in the Emergency Department.  Currently I 
am the Manager for the Emergency, Urgent Care and Outpatient 
Medical Departments.  It bring me a great deal of pleasure to serve 
others in the capacity as a nurse.  My day to day mantra to other 
staff within my departments is “become the best part of their worst 
day.”   
 

In recent years, I have worked to improve my overall health by 
improving my weight, participating in an all-female triathlon years 
ago and now I try to volunteer or manage the medical care at local 
events like the Door County Half Marathon, Triathlon & the Fall 50.   
 

For my mental health, I am a Master Gardener who lives to get lost 
for hours in the dirt, weeds, mulch and petals.  It makes me 
excessively happy.  My husband’s biggest fear in late spring is me 
saying as I leave the house that “I’m headed to shop for green stuff.”  
Additionally, I enjoy traveling anywhere, jogging at Potawatomi Park 
and sipping red wine with people I love.   
 

Speaking of love, my husband Gary and I have been married for 26 
years, raising 4 fabulous children.  I have 3 sisters who are a huge 
part of my being.  We love, live and laugh a lot, one brother who 
tries his best to be the family motivator at being a P90X drill 
sergeant.   
 

I am anxious for spring to arrive so I can begin tending the gardens 
at home.  I am busy in the greenhouse growing plants for the 
Garden Door and our Master Gardeners plant sale event.  I am also 
working toward an advanced practice degree through Marian 
University.   
 
Thank you for allowing me to get to know this great group of 
people, the class of 2014 Leadership Door County! 
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MARGGIE 
HATALA 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

I have a wonderful, full family life and cherish that 
above all.  I love the activities that draw me beyond 
my outer self, and strengthen my inner connection 
to all of life and the divine.  Nature, knitting, quilting 
and writing are my passions.  My work as a healer 
incudes being a Reiki Master and a Registered 
Nurse, and my focus is end-of-life issues and care.   
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DANIELLE  
KOPOLNEK 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Danielle is a Door County transplant, originally from 
Chicago, Illinois.  This May, Danielle celebrated one full 

year living in Door County!  She is the Development and 
Events Coordinator at Peninsula Players.  This will be her 

fourth season with the theatre, the second in this position.  
She has lived in the county seasonally the past eight years, 
having been a trail guide at Kurtz Corral.  Danielle is proud 
to call Door County her home now.  She is grateful to have 

had the opportunity to be a part of the 2014 Leadership 
Door County class!  This experience has opened her eyes 

and educated her on Door County beyond her wildest 
expectations! 

 

 

 
 

URSULA  
TIMRECK 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

I was born July 29, 1962 in the small town of Duren in 
Germany.  Growing up my dream profession was to be a 

monkey trainer.  I started my career after my daughter was 
born in 1982 and my son was born four years later.  These 

were my little monkeys, my pride and joy, my passion for life 
known as “mom.”  What else comes close to the joy of being 

called mom?  Well then it was mom this, mom that, mom why, 
mom why not, mom can I, mom why can’t I?  Ok, enough 

monkey training, it was time to go back to school and join the 
world of “adulthood.”  Raising my children and working as a 
Social Worker for the next 18 years is what I enjoyed most.  I 
most recently joined the ranks of second generation monkey 

trainers with the new-found joy of being called grandma.  
Working as the Executive Director of HELP of Door County the 

past three years is how I became involved with LDC.  My 13 
LDC classmates, although not even close to being monkey-

like (well maybe a little at times), took me on a fun and 
adventurous journey.  I highly recommend the Leadership 

Door County program to anyone interested in learning more 
about the county, meeting new people, and becoming part of 

a journey that makes a difference.  No Monkey Business 
intended!   



 

 

 
SARA  

SOHNS 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Native of Minneapolis, Minnesota and moved to Door 
County in 1994.  Met my husband, Steve, in 1997 and 

in orderly fashion, built the house and in 2002 we were 
married.  Gwendolyn, our daughter was born in 2005 
which is the year I started at Baylake Bank.  I work in 

our Sister Bay branch as a Personal Banker, which 
allows me to do what I love—helping people.  Avid 
reader and sometimes singer, but I’m not much on 

brussel sprouts.   
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LAURA LEE 

LOTTO 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Laura Lee Lotto is a 32 year old native of Northeast Wisconsin 
and after traveling with her husband Phillip to Texas and 

Louisiana with the Air Force, they moved back to Wisconsin in 
2005.  After searching for years for country property that would 
have the potential to fulfill all their dreams, they found 35 acres 
just west of Algoma and made that their home in 2012.  Since 

that time, life has been on fast forward for them.  Their 3 
children; Elliott (5), Gertie (2) and Gwenivere (9 mos.) keep them 
extremely busy and make life fun and challenging as they dive 

into homeschooling.  Laura has a degree in Marketing from 
NWTC and utilizes it in a multitude of ways, including for their 
farm “Lotto’s Lazy Acres” which is on its second year offering a 
CSA.  They also have 47 chickens, 8 goats, 5 dogs and 8 cats!  

She is also a Certified Dog Obedience trainer and sells dog food.  
Her third business—an Independent Distributor for Young Living 

Essential Oils is a newer endeavor that has quickly become a 
huge passion.  Laura also teaches classes on essential oils.   

 
Joining LDC has been life altering for Laura and she is so 

thankful that the opportunity presented itself.  The friends she 
has made and the things she has learned will forever impact her 

life!  She can’t imagine where she would be without having 
found this wonderful program!    

 



 

 

 
DREW 

RICHMOND 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Drew Richmond spent 8 years as the Camp Director at 
Camp Manito-wish YMCA before moving to Door County 

in 2012 to take over as the Center Executive Director of the 
Door County Y’s Northern Door Program Center.  He lives 

in Baileys Harbor with his wife Kristi, son Miles (4) and 
daughter Addison (5).  When not with his family or working 

at the Y, Drew attempts to hone his skills as a weekend 
warrior carpenter, a wannabe musician, a some-day 5K 

finisher, and avid outdoorsman.   

 

 

GRETCHEN 
SCHMELZER 

 

Hometown: Trumbull, Connecticut 
 

Current Residence:  Sturgeon Bay 
 

Family:  Married to Steve; Adult Children, 
Josiah (29), Noah (27), Luke (26) and Linnea 
(19); Pets, Orion (dog), Spur (feline), Rabbit 
and Remedy (quarter horses), 5 chickens and 
honeybees.    
 

Employment:  After 33 years of teaching 
students with behavioral disabilities for 
Sturgeon Bay & Southern Door Schools, as 
well as a past summer naturalist at the Ridges Sanctuary, Gretchen is 
contemplating her next career path...while dabbling in substitute 
teaching, YMCA coverage and writing.   
 

Community Involvement:  Gretchen’s passions show in her past 
volunteer positions, including 4-H, Stock Horse of Wisconsin, Ridges 
Sanctuary and Door County Folk Alliance.  Presently she’s a healing 
touch hand massage volunteer, board member at Crossroads, race 
director for Running Green trail event, chair of Sunrise Schools Earth 
Day and S.H.O.W.’s annual barn dance.   
 

Hobbies & Interests:  Spending time with family, being outdoors, 
trail running, kayaking, biking, gardening, reading, writing, music, and 
traveling through our wonderful state and national parks.   
 

Thoughts on your LDC Experience:  Since being involved in LDC, my 
perspective on Door County has broadened.  I have witnessed a 
strong current of energy flowing among the diverse groups and 
individuals who care about the health and welfare of Door County.  
Citizens who truly put action behind their  vision, preserving, 
protecting and enhancing our Door County culture.  Many thanks to 
the talented people who opened their lives to provide LDC with 
information and experiences, to the LDC Board, to Deb Whitelaw-
Gorski for steering me in this direction and to my fellow LDC 
teammates for being the great people they are.   


