Leaders Among Us Award
For more than two decades, Leadership Door County has prepared
leaders to serve in our community. We recognize that the Door County
community is rich with people who provide leadership in so many ways,
impacting the quality of life and/or the sustainability of the county’s
livelihood.

Preparing leaders to serve

It is our desire to recognize those alumni who have
developed, implemented and/or facilitated the creation of an entity,
program, or service which has been an ongoing contribution to the
quality of life for Door County residents.
We have created the “Leaders Among Us” award to honor those who
give of themselves, to the betterment of the community, through their
leadership skills.

Leaders Among Us Recipients

Class of 2018
Class XVIII

2018
Gretchen Schmelzer
2017
Lori Vorpahl
2016
Roger Anderson
2015
Joanne Ator
2014
Shirley Senarighi
2013
Sherry Mutchler

Commencement

Wednesday, June 13, 2018
Crossroads at Big Creek
Sturgeon Bay, WI

Class Project History (continued)
CLASS EIGHTEEN (2008): Student Resource Fair (TJ Walker Middle
School)

Preparing leaders to serve.

CLASS NINETEEN (2009): Fundraiser for Adult Dental Care Fund
CLASS TWENTY (2010): Community Garage Sale to Benefit the
Backpack Buddies Program
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CLASS TWENTY ONE (2011): Establishing 2-1-1 PLUS Sites and
Program in Door County
CLASS TWENTY TWO (2012): Creation & Installation of Anaelemmetic
Sundial at Crossroads
CLASS TWENTY THREE (2013): Adding Sustainability and Marketing to
the SOAR Program at Southern Door Schools
CLASS TWENTY FOUR (2014): Trail Building and Fundraising for Write
On, Door County!
CLASS TWENTY-FIVE (2015): Educational Garden for the Boys & Girls
Club and Additional Garden Bed for the Door County Senior Center
CLASS TWENTY-SIX (2016): Volunteer Mentoring Program with
Volunteer Center of Door County
CLASS TWENTY-SEVEN (2017): Raising funds and awareness for a K-9
Dog and the beginning of the Crime Prevention Fund with the Door
County Community Foundation

Our Contact Information:
Leadership Door County
P.O. Box 874
Sturgeon Bay, WI 54235

CLASS TWENTY-EIGHT
(2018): Raising funds to
install a kayak launch at the
Cove at Crossroads

leadershipdoorcounty@gmail.com
Facebook: Leadership Door County
Leadership Door County is a 501(c)3 entity and gladly accepts
donations to support our educational mission of encouraging and
training the next generation of leaders in Door County.
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Class Project History

A Message from the Board President...

CLASS ONE (1991): Slide show presentation about LDC

Leadership Door County’s mission statement is to bring together
community members, who have diverse viewpoints, to become stronger
leaders and to understand community issues through experiential
education.
This year’s class embarked on a 10 month journey that covered a
wide variety of different topics, locations, and aspects of the Door County
peninsula. Through a series of day long sessions held once a month from
September through June, class members were presented with a variety of
ideas, issues, and people who play a pivotal role in shaping the future of
Door County. The class members came to know and better understand the
many facets of Door County’s strengths as well as its challenges.
One of the requirements of Leadership Door County is for each
class to discuss, design, develop, and complete a class project that will
benefit the Door County community. This year’s class came together to
decide to focus their class project around creating a kayak launch at the
Cove at Crossroads. (see later in this program for all the great details!).
This year’s class concludes the 28th year that Leadership Door
County has been active and influential in Door County. There are over 300
Leadership Door County alumni members who are making a difference in
Door County through their work and their volunteer efforts serving on
various boards and committees.
In conclusion, I challenge each class member to go forth and use
and share the skills and knowledge they have learned during this year’s
program to not only to better themselves but also to make Door County an
even better place to live, to work, and to enjoy. Best wishes to each of you
on your leadership journey!

CLASS TWO (1992): Feasibility study for a Door County Big
Brothers/Big Sisters Program
CLASS THREE (1993): Volunteer Guide; Initial Work on Volunteer
Resource Center
CLASS FOUR (1994): Door County Vision for the Year 2010
CLASS FIVE (1995): Recycling Guide for Festival Organizers & Vendors
CLASS SIX (1996): “Youth Vote” Project (Brochures & booths at all Door
County Schools)
CLASS SEVEN (1997): Cherry Blossom Park Clean-up (with Sunshine
House)
CLASS EIGHT (1998): Guide to Historical Sites in Door County (with
Ephraim Foundation)
CLASS NINE (1999): Feasibility study regarding establishment of Third
Avenue Playhouse
CLASS TEN (2000): Road Rally for Volunteerism (funds benefited Door
County Volunteer Center)
CLASS ELEVEN (2001): Nature trail construction (D.C. Land Trust’s
Bayshore Blufflands Preserve)

CLASS TWELVE (2002): Needs analysis regarding psychiatric service
provision in Door County

Congratulations and best wishes to you all!
Dawn VandeVoort, President
Leadership Door County

CLASS THIRTEEN (2003): Historical review of Leadership Door County
program & survey of alumni
CLASS FOURTEEN (2004): “Fun-a-Loop-Sa” - a fundraising event for
Crossroads at Big Creek
CLASS FIFTEEN (2005): Preventing Suicide: Keeping Our Community
Healthy and Safe
CLASS SIXTEEN (2006): Fundraising/building A Playground for “Every
Body” at Sevastopol School
CLASS SEVENTEEN (2007): Supporting & Expanding the Meals on
Wheels Program in Door County
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Leadership Door County
Board of Directors
Carrie Gossen , Treasurer
Joe Jarosh, Emeritus
Julie Ploor
Marci Shortreed
Lori Vorpahl, Co-Secretary
Megan Dietz, Vice President

Sherry Mutchler
Jerod Santek,, Co-Secretary
Skye Reynolds
Dawn VandeVoort, President
Candis Dart, Class Rep
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LDC MONTHLY SESSIONS
Opening Retreat
Monday & Tuesday, September 12 & 13, 2017
History
Tuesday October 11, 2017
Human Services
Tuesday November 15, 2017
Government & Legal System
Tuesday , December 13, 2017
Communications
Tuesday, January 9, 2018
Above: Exploring
Edgewood Gallery
and how Arts play a
key role in our
county

Health Care
Tuesday February 13, 2018
Education
Tuesday March 13, 2018

Left: Visiting the
Coast Guard
Station in Sturgeon
Bay

Arts
Tuesday April 10, 2018

Economy & Environment
Tuesday May 8, 2018
Closing Retreat
Monday & Tuesday, June 11 & 12, 2018

Make sure to “like” Leadership Door County on Facebook to keep up
with the happenings of LDC! See updates on the new class, learn
about LDC events and fundraisers and more!

Right: Exploring
the Historical
Museum and
testing out the
fire equipment!

If your contact information changes, make sure to keep LDC
updated! E-mail contact information to
leadershipdoorcounty@gmail.com so that you can stay informed
and connected to alumni news and information!
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Pictured (Left to Right):
Kelli Clark, Erin Hanson, Amanda Kohler, Beth Resch, Heather
Thyrion, Jaime Jorns, Candis Dart, Sarah Traeger, Kacie Mueller
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CANDIS DART

Originally from the Wausau, WI area, I spent 4 years
in Indiana before moving to Door County in October
2016, to be closer to family. I currently live in
Brussels with my husband Joe, our daughter Charlie,
our son Chase, and an ever-growing assortment of
animals. I received my Bachelors in Dairy Science
and my Masters in Agricultural Education from the
University of Wisconsin – River Falls. While in
Indiana, I worked as a 4-H Young Development Educator. I have worked as
the Coordinator for the Door County Partnership for Children and Families since
October 2016.
Being a part of Leadership Door County has allowed me to learn more about
my new home and to meet many new and interesting people. I really enjoyed
learning about the history of the county and all of the exciting places that we
toured. Many of the things I’ve learned have been helpful – both at work and at
home – and I can’t wait to share that knowledge with others. This class has
really helped to confirm that Door County is a great place to live and to raise my
children.

Class Project Review

ERIN HANSON
Erin’s full appreciation for all Door County has to
offer began in March 2017 when she started
working for the County as the Soil and Water
Conservation Department Head. Erin has ten
years prior work experience with the Wisconsin
Department of Natural Resources in Green
Bay. She’s a transplant from Eastern Canada, with both a Master’s and
Bachelor’s degree in biology from universities there. Outside of work Erin
spends her time with her husband Dale, children Will (14) and Jon (12), two
energetic Vizsla dogs, and six pet hens. What little free time they have left after
delivering children to soccer and scouts is spent outside, in the woods behind
their house or anywhere on or near water.
.
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JAIME JORNS
Learning about
history at the
Eagle Bluff
Lighthouse

Getting the
behind-thescenes tour at
NEW Industries

AMANDA KOHLER

Step up to the mic
for Communication
Day at Rewind 97.7
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Jaime Jorns is a Door County native who joined Write On at the
beginning of 2016 as their Administrative Assistant. She shares a love of
reading and the quiet pace of Door County life.
As a ‘Jill of all trades,’ she gained a well-rounded arts studio education
from the Peck School of the Arts within the University of Wisconsin –
Milwaukee and furthered her education in Arts Management at the
University of Wisconsin – Green Bay. You can find her artwork in
various galleries around the county and, as an avid hiker, you may cross
paths with her anywhere from the Ahnapee Trail to the Thordarson Loop
on Rock Island – always with a camera in tow.

Amanda lives in Southern Door with her
husband Nick. She has one grown stepdaughter
and two adorable goddaughters. Amanda is a
graduate of Algoma High School and has been
in banking for the past 16 years. She currently
works as a Personal Banker with Nicolet
National Bank in Sturgeon Bay. Being involved
in Leadership Door County has given me a better understanding of all
the resources our county has to offer as well as the challenges our
communities face. In her free time, Amanda enjoys spending time with
family and friends, traveling, being outdoors and fishing.
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KACIE MUELLER
Born and raised in Sturgeon Bay, Door County has always
had a special place in Kacie Mueller’s heart. While the rural
area was an enjoyable place to grow up she was
compelled by all that the big city has to offer. Kacie made
the move to Milwaukee shortly after graduating
Cosmetology School. She managed a high-end boutiquestyle salon in the heart of downtown Milwaukee for 6 years
and oversaw the complete rebranding of the company.
After having their son, Kacie and her husband Andrew
decided that there was no better place to raise him then in Door County. They made
the move back to Sturgeon Bay in 2014 to be surrounded by their extended family
as well as the cultural treasures and abundance of natural resources which make
the Door Peninsula a remarkable place to live. Kacie now lives in Sturgeon Bay with
Andrew and their children William and Hazel.
Kacie is the Community Relations Officer at the Door County Community
Foundation, with a mission to inspire people to give back to sustain and advance the
community we love. She is responsible for marketing and communications activities,
coordinates special events, and is the person who greets you with a smile every
time you call or visit the Community Foundation.
Kacie is excited to be part of the Leadership Door County Class of 2018 as she and
her classmates work to become stronger leaders and understand community issues.

BETH RESCH
Beth is a Registered Nurse at Door County Medical Center
working in Infection Prevention, Employee Health and
Emergency Preparedness and has been working there for
3 years. She spent most of her career at the Door County
Public Health Department. Beth’s passion in life is her four
children ages 14 - 22. When not tending to work or her
children, she enjoys traveling, dabbling in an array of art projects, gardening,
reading, biking and loves to spend time with family and friends.
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HEATHER THYRION
Heather moved to Door County 19 years ago. She
currently lives in Sturgeon Bay with her 3 children. She is
employed by Door County Habitat for Humanity and
enjoys her role as the Habitat ReStore Sales Associate. In
her spare time, she enjoys exploring Door County with her
kiddos.

SARAH TRAEGER
Sarah currently lives in Sturgeon Bay with her dog, Betty
White. She is originally from Ashwaubenon and a
graduate of Winona State University. She has been
working at Door County Medical Center as an Exercise
Physiologist in Cardiac and Pulmonary Rehab since 2014.
In her spare time, Sarah enjoys taking her dog for walks, reading, watching
movies and trivia.
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